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Professor Ishii gave us the opportunity to think about and discuss the problems of
teaching in English with English language materials to classes with different levels of
English experience. In the current rapidly changing classroom environment in Sophia
many of us are trying to find ways to work with more difficult English texts or more
theoretical perspectives, with Japanese students who may not have been exposed to
these and an increasing number of students from overseas, who may or may not have a
higher reading level in English, but cannot often read or communicate in Japanese.
Professor Ishii offered several practical examples of how she dealt with these mixed
classrooms and this started a discussion, which we should probably continue to think
about as part of the FD committee work. Professor Ishii’s approach is inspiring as she
creates manages to work with real ongoing academic research and make this interesting
and stimulating to undergraduate students, and particularly relevant to our women

students perhaps.
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