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Professor Deguchi’s research into privilege and her methodology for getting students to
understand their own privilege was extremely useful for everyone present. In some ways
I felt that we should all, both professors and students, be exposed to her work at regular
intervals. It is so easy in a privileged institution like Sophia University (despite its
commitments to social justice and other liberal causes) to forget how privileged we all
are to be there. Students at Sophia seem to be becoming more and more removed from
any sense of “social reality” and we all discuss this frequently, but find it hard to address
the causes of this removal. It is of course very hard to change this overnight, but
Professor Deguchi offered some fascinating practical examples for us to work with and

use in our teaching practice. No wonder her classes are always full.
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Professor Otsuka’s talk was really fascinating and generated ideas that led to broader fields of enquiry
into the nature of the human mind. I was particularly interested in the idea of how more complex
grammatical forms, or less familiar grammatical forms are more difficult to listen to and process. The
research obviously has a lot of implications for the way that people speak in general and how people
“get their messages” across, for example teachers and politicians. At the same time Professor Otsuka’s
presentation was a model of clarity. (I had been worried I would not understand it as I am not a

linguist.)

Uk



